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A TASTE TEST BEST: 
BOSTON’S WATER JUDGED TOP TAP IN NEW ENGLAND 

And Now It’s on to Washington and the National Awards  
 
Boston, Mass., November 7, 2025 – The City of Boston’s tap water has been judged best tasting 
in all New England following a taste test held by the New England Section of the American Water 
Works Association (NE-AWWA) at their annual conference last week. Boston’s potable water 
supply is provided by the MWRA and distributed by Boston Water and Sewer Commission. In 
June 2026, Boston will go up against water utilities from across the US, Canada and Puerto Rico 
at AWWA’s Washington, DC, conference to determine the continental “Best of the Best.”    
 
BWSC is no stranger to such accolades. In 2014, Boston water won its first national AWWA “Best 
of the Best” award, and the City has won a number of regional taste tests conducted by other 
public water supply associations. BWSC is also a regular winner of MA DEP’s Public Water Systems 
awards, which annually recognize drinking water excellence.  
 
BWSC Executive Director Henry F. Vitale said, “The award is also a tribute to the hard-working 
men and women of BWSC, who around the clock keep our systems operating smoothly and 
efficiently. That’s how this wonderful product gets to the tap tasting so great!”    
 
BWSC Chief Engineer John P. Sullivan added, “We are proud to recognize the work of our 

colleagues of the New England Section of AWWA as we both share the same commitment: to 

ensure that everyone has access to drinking water that’s not only clean and safe but also great 

tasting!” 

 
It’s not surprising that Boston water has been so honored when you also consider the source: the 
pristine Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs in Central Massachusetts, both of which are 
surrounded by large swaths of protective and undeveloped natural buffer zones. Incidentally, the 
New England Section of the national AWWA group is a newly formed organization, and so the 
Best Tasting award bestowed on BWSC is NE-AWWA’s first such water quality recognition.    
   

### 

Boston is home to New England's oldest and largest water, sewer and storm water systems, 
which are owned, maintained and operated by Boston Water and Sewer Commission (BWSC). 
Established in 1977, BWSC provides portable water and sewer services to more than one million 
people per day. BWSC is also the leading organizer of   We Are All Connected, a campaign to raise 
public awareness about the importance of protecting and preserving Boston's waterways. For 
more information please visit: www.bwsc.org. 

http://www.bwsc.org/

